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OTHERS! PREFERENCES FOR THE CLCTHING 
OF GIRLS THREE [TO SIX YEARS OF AGH¥ 
Excerpted from an unpublished thesis by Naomi Marie Johnson, Kansas State 
Collece, Manhattan, Kansas, 1949, for use of Extension Clothing Specialists. 


A summary prepared by the author. ~ ; -e 
Introduction 


This study was made for these reasons: (1) To learn the preferences of a 
sslected group of 100 mothers for the clothing of girls three to six years 
of age; (2) To determine how present wardrobes were provided; (3) To record 
the variations in choices of clothing for girls as influenced by income; 
and (4) To gaih a better understanding of the preferences of mothers for 
style foatures, fabric and color in children's clothing. 


Information was obtained by interviewing 100 mothers all of whom were Home 
Demonstration Clothing Leaders from counties in the southwest and north- 
west districts in Kansas. A schcdule was prepared to aid the interviewer 
record preferences for clothing as well as general information about each 
family. 


Findings 
The 100 families included in this study were divided according to income 
into low, middle and high income groups. There wero 64 families in the 
low, 49 in the middie and 19 in ths high income groups, All of the fami- 
lies had a father, mother and one or more children, 


Three-fourths or more of the mothers in all income groups reported that 

the children's wardrobes contained dresses, wnderwoar, anklets, shoes, 

coats, snowsuits, blouses, pinafores, pajamas, watorproof footwear, head 
coverings, mittens and bedrocm slippers. Dresses, underwear, anklets and 
shoes were the only items included in all the wardrobes, Items reported by 
one-fourth or less of all groups were raincapes, raincoats, nightgowns, jeans, 
gloves, muffs end stockings. 


A total of 19 items of clothing was received as gifts by sane children in 
all grouns. Purses, handkerchiefs, mittens, and gloves accounted for the 
largzest percentages of gift items. Children in the middle and low income 
groups received about twice as many clothing itoms as gifts as did those 
in the high income group. 


Mothers interviewed were making over only a few garments for their chil~ 
dren. Coats, suowsuits, blouses, jumpers, bib-slacks, overalls, skirts 
and slips were being made from other garments. The use of "hand-me-downy 
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The study showed that in all incame groups the percentage of blouses Se os = 
dresses, jumpers, pinafores endsilips made at home was greater than og6 “Ve ‘3 


bought ready-made. ‘The mothers in the low and middle incane group mad, a g 
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more jackets, toppers, skirts, sunsuits, pajemas and enrns | Aue 
them. More mothers in the high income group bousht these same garm 
than made them with the exception of sunsuits. As many mothers in 
group made sunsuits as bought them ready-made. ‘The larger percenta 
bought veadyemeds rainwear, snuysvitis, coveralls. jeans, overalls, | 
poLO sairts. batnine suitig enc sweaters rev their daughters’® wardro 
The larger peremtage of mothers in the low and high income groups b 
coats, but in the middle income group, the same percentage bought co 
as made them. The majority of all accessories were bought ready-made e 


Mothers inserviewed wanted the follcwing garment design and style fe 
worpiece snovsuit; princess coat; pull-on tee shirt; cardigan sweat 
swosplece pajamas; set-in sleeves; blouse witn front opening; and dre: 
‘hat open in the back. The mothers’ choice for button fastenings ex 
any otners named. 


‘ottcoa was preferred for most items of wearing epparel. Percentage fF 
ence for wes! was greatc:t for sweaters, then in descending order fo 
skirts, oce*, snowsuits, and bathing suits. Mothers experienced diffs 
mamiv. fab: ‘is they desired for outer wrap3s.e Fabric finishes wore ia 
by fev, Masy did not tell the kind of leather preferred for childrer 
shoes. 


Red and blue was preferred for outer and inner garments more often 
other colors. Exeapticns were white for blouses and tee shirts. For 
nightwear and underwear. white was the choice for gowns, slips and 
weer; pastels for pajam: :: and >‘ue and pink for ~cbes or housecoats. 
Choices of color fa@ shiuis were mite, black or brovn. Colors most 
preferred fa accessories were ied and white. 


Sunnary 
There is little difference in the preferences for types of anparel fcr 
child:en from ome inoome group to another. Made-over garments aad ~ 
, "hon d-me-dorn" garment s are of minor importance in chi dren's warérol 
Items for children's wardrobes bought resayseaee was greater than tho: 
made at homee 
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